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Canadian Fleabane,
horseweed

Conyza bonariensis

Description: Upright winter
annual that may persist as
biennial. Seedlings form from a
basal rosette, becoming upright.
Alternate, lancolate leaves with
serrations on leaf margins. Leaves
lightly pubescent up to 12cm
long. Flowers throughout year to
produce a cluster of small yellow
flowers on upright central stem.
Propagation: Prolific seeder.
Cultural: Avoid allowing plants to
seed on site. Remove all vegetative
matter when hand-weeding.

Pearlwort
Sagina procumbens

Description: Low growing, mat
forming winter annual with thin
leaves 1-2cm long. Often forms
clumps that appear similar

to moss. Small solitary white
flowers appear in spring and
early summer that produce large
amounts of seed dispersed by
wind and water. Often found in
moist, shaded pots in nurseries.

Propagation: Prolific seeder.

Cultural: Improve drainage and
avoid excess moisture
in pots.
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Creeping oxalis, woodsorrel

Oxalis corniculata

Description: A mat-forming
perennial with slender rhizomes
and thin, highly branched stems
that root at the nodes. Leaves

are alternate, divided into three
semi-folded heart shaped leaflets.
Bright yellow tiny flowers with
five petals appear in spring

and summer, producing narrow
capsules that explode, dispersing
long distances.

Propagation: Seed and stem
fragments.

Cultural: Avoid allowing plants to
seed on site.

Kidney Weed
Dichondra repens

Description: A creeping perennial
weed with running stems rooting
at the node. Leaves are slightly
cupped, kidney shaped and
glossy dark green. Often found as
a weed in shaded, moist nursery
containers. Flowers throughout
summer, producing solitary
flowers along the stems.

Propagation: Seed.

Cultural: Avoid allowing plants to
seed on site.

Liverwort
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Description: Group of primitive,
terrestrial bryophyte plants with
mat forming habit that grows
on rockery and soil surfaces.
Dry or dead liverworts can form
a water repellent surface in
pots. Irregular shaped plants
2-8cm wide, covered in cup-like
structures. Spores are produced
throughout year and dispersed
by wind and water.

Propagation: Spores.

Cultural: Inspect purchased stock
and remove infestations before
spreading.
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Mouse ear chickweed
Cerastium vulgatum

Description: Similar to

common chickweed in growth
habit, forming low mats and
occasionally climbing into the
canopy of nursery stock. Mouse
ear chickweed is a perennial
and roots at the nodes, leaves
are grey-green and prominently
pubescent.

Propagation: Seed and
vegetative means.

Cultural: Avoid allowing plants to
seed on site.

Petty spurge, radium weed
Euphorbia peplus

Description: An upright summer
annual growing up to 30 cm tall.
Smooth glabrous stems branching
at nodes and oval, opposite
leaves. Produces small flowers at
the ends of stems, surrounded by
characteristic bracts. Can produce
seed when very immature.

Propagation: Seed.

Cultural: Avoid allowing plants to
seed on site, control weeds when
seedlings are young.

Common chickweed
Stelaria media

Description: A low growing, mat
forming winter annual that may
persist into summer. Opposite,
sparsely hairy leaves ovular

to elliptical in shape growing
along creeping stems. Flowers
from early spring into summer
producing small white flowers in
clusters at the end of stems.

Propagation: Seed and
vegetative means.

Cultural: Avoid allowing plants to
seed on site.
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